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He therefore utilised the fire as an argument with which to reduce the
Russian emperor to terms of peace. We consider that Rostoptchin's
report to the tsar, written on 20 Sept. 1812—that is to say, after the
French entry into Moscow—is conclusive proof that he did not carry out
his undoubted intention to fire the city. In this report (published in
1892) the count says, ' I am in despair over his [Kutusoff s] treacherous
treatment of me. Since I was not to be allowed to hold the town I
would have made it responsible for the flames, in order to rob Napoleon
of the glory of having taken it, plundered it, and set it on fire. I would
have given the French to understand with what a nation they have to
do.' Dr. Tzenoff might have made more of this report, which he quotes
on p. 25. The best part of his book is the excellent and most damaging
criticism of the judgment pronounced by the military commission,
published in the Moniteur, 29 Oct. 1812. The narrative of Thiers was
largely based upon this highly misleading document. H. A. L. F.

M. Henri Welschinger's monograph on Bismarck (Paris: Alcan,
1900) contains a succinct, if unfavourable, account of that statesman's
career, based on the usual autliorities, a list of which is given, and on some
personal experiences. While praising his moderation after Sadowa and
his social programme, the author blames him too exclusively for the
war of 1870, and traces the obvious decline of German literature
to his materialism. It is an exaggeration to say tha t ' the germanisation
of Alsace-Lorraine has made no progress,' and the comparison of the
Danish war of 1864 with the Boer war is rather gratuitous. ' Ferdinand'
(p. 54) should be ' Frederic,' ' Avons ' (p. 141) ' Arons,' and 'Hanau ' (p.
188) ' Hanovre.' ' W. M.

The Yorkshire Archaeological Society has issued a further instalment
of the Index of Wills in the York Registry, extending from 1612 to
1619 (Record Series, vol. xxviii. 1900). K.

Professor C. Keller's Madagascar, Mauritius, and other East
African Islands (London: Sonnenschein, 1901), translated by Mr.
H. A. Nesbitt, may be mentioned in this Review, as, though mainly con-
cerned with other sciences, it also deals with the history of these islands.
Professor Keller speaks with authority on the subjects dealt with, but
one seems to note a lapse from scientific ' objectivity ' when British
colonial policy is in question. H. E. E.

The Report on the Census of Cuba, 1899, and the companion volume
on Porto Rico, published by the War Department of the United States
of America (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1900), include a
sketch of the history of the islands, their races, economic conditions, and
successive fonns of government. L.
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